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How YOU can help...
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Exercise caution if you come
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WHAT ARE PCBs?
Polychlorinated Biphenyls

belong to a class of man-made chemi-

cals known as chlorinated hydrocar-

bons. PCBs were prominently manufac-
~ tured by the US between 1929 and

1979. Due to their chemical stability,

non-flammability, and superior insu-

lating properties PCBs were used in a
large number of industrial and
commercial products.

Products that used PCBs:
e Electrical equipment

e Paints

e Plastics

e Dyes and pigments
e Light bulbs

e Caulking

e Carbon paper

e Transformers and capacitors
o Adhesives and tapes

e Floor finish

The discharge of PCB’s into the
environment was outlawed by federal
environmental regulations in 1976 but
the effects of PCBs are still being felt
today. PCBs are unique in that PCB
molecules bind to fine sediments and
can remain stable in the environment
for long periods of time moving
between air, water, and soil.

First PCB-like EPA banned 2 million tons
? A 1929-

chemical manufacturing 1979 of PCBs were

discovered of PCBs produced

WHY ARE PCBs SO HARMFUL?

? During the time PCB’s were
manufactured, there were no regulated
= controls on disposal. PCBs do not break
N down easily and therefore are found

% widely distributed in our environment.
PCB concentrations in the environment
are quite low. However, because of
bioaccumulation, this becomes harmful
: to humans and other predatory animals
& in high concentrations.
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PCBs have no known taste or smell, and
range in consistency from an oil to a
waxy solid. It can be difficult to distin-
guish PCB’s from other materials so it is
important to become familiar with the
most common sources of PCB con-
tamination. PCB contamination is most
commonly a result of:
e Poorly maintained hazardous waste
sites
e Leaks from old electrical
transformers

The following criteria are provided to
help identify transformers and
Fluorescent Light Ballasts (FLBs) that
may contain PCBs:

e FLBs and Transformers manufac-
tured before July 1, 1979 may con-
tain PCBs.

¢ Products manufactured between
July 1, 1979 and July 1, 1998 that
do not contain PCBs must be la-
beled "No PCBs".

o If an FLB or Transformer is not la-
beled "No PCBs," it is best to
assume that it contains PCBs
unless it is manufactured after
1979.

e Products manufactured after 1998
are not required to be labeled.
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